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RECOGNIZING SWEETWATER 

SOUND 
(Mr. BANKS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. BANKS. Madam Speaker, I rise 
today to share one of Fort Wayne’s 
great American success stories, Sweet-
water Sound. 

Founder and CEO Chuck Surack’s 
dream started over 40 years ago with a 
recording studio housed in a Volks-
wagen van. It has since evolved into 
one of the Nation’s leading retailers of 
professional recording and music 
equipment. 

Madam Speaker, Sweetwater’s total 
sales in 2018 were record breaking at 
$725 million. And just recently we 
found out that in 2019 it was another 
record year with sales of $805 million, 
up 11 percent from 2018. 

The total sales only tell part of the 
success story, though. Sweetwater has 
recently hired 159 new employees and 
has given back to Hoosiers by pro-
viding middle school students with free 
instruments. 

Hoosiers are thankful for Sweetwater 
Sound’s big contributions to northeast 
Indiana, and I look forward to watch-
ing them continue to succeed moving 
forward. In this record-setting econ-
omy, I look forward to seeing more 
American success stories just like this 
one. 

f 

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
CANNOT AFFORD TO TURN A 
BLIND EYE TO THE HUMANI-
TARIAN CRISIS IN SYRIA 
(Ms. WATERS asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Ms. WATERS. Madam Speaker, I 
stand today with the chair of our For-
eign Affairs Committee who just spoke 
here, Mr. ENGEL, as he makes a plea to 
this House for us to take a look at and 
get involved with what is going on in 
Syria. 

Millions of folks are dying. They are 
being killed with the help of Assad and 
Russia. They are killing civilians, mil-
lions of civilians. They are killing the 
children. And for those who are injured 
that find their way to the hospital, it 
does no good because they turn around 
and bomb the hospitals. This is an out-
rage. 

The United States of America cannot 
afford to turn a blind eye to this hu-
manitarian crisis. We must get in-
volved. We must pay attention. The 
families, the children, the people of 
Syria deserve better than this. 

I want to thank Mr. ENGEL for the at-
tention that he is paying to this issue 
and the way that he is trying to edu-
cate us and get us involved in saving 
those poor people who are being over-
run, who are being killed by Assad and, 
of course, with the help of Russia. 

f 

RECOGNIZING ABC LIFE CENTER 
(Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania 

asked and was given permission to ad-

dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.) 

Mr. THOMPSON of Pennsylvania. 
Madam Speaker, I rise today to recog-
nize the ABC Life Center, a pregnancy 
center in Franklin, Pennsylvania in 
Venango County. 

The Life Center offers pregnant 
women a wide variety of resources, in-
cluding no-cost pregnancy tests, con-
sultations for women with unexpected 
pregnancies, adoption referrals, coun-
seling for women who have had a preg-
nancy end in miscarriage or abortion, 
and more. 

The Life Center recognizes that being 
pro-life means supporting all life. The 
center itself encourages women by let-
ting them know that their story, their 
life and their babies’ lives matter. The 
center also dispels the notion that to 
be pro-life is to be antichoice. 

In fact, pregnancy centers such as 
Life Center offer a great deal of choices 
and resources to women who find them-
selves unexpectedly pregnant. 

Pregnancy centers like ABC Life 
Center encourage and empower women 
all around the country. I am proud of 
the work that they do every day to en-
rich the lives of women and children, 
and together they help spread the mes-
sage that life really is a better choice. 

f 

CONTINUATION OF NATIONAL 
EMERGENCY WITH RESPECT TO 
THE SOUTHERN BORDER OF THE 
UNITED STATES—MESSAGE 
FROM THE PRESIDENT OF THE 
UNITED STATES (H. DOC. NO. 116– 
99) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore laid be-
fore the House the following message 
from the President of the United 
States; which was read and, together 
with the accompanying papers, referred 
to the Committee on Armed Services 
and ordered to be printed: 

To the Congress of the United States: 
Section 202(d) of the National Emer-

gencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1622(d)) provides 
for the automatic termination of a na-
tional emergency unless, within 90 
days before the anniversary date of its 
declaration, the President publishes in 
the Federal Register and transmits to 
the Congress a notice stating that the 
emergency is to continue in effect be-
yond the anniversary date. In accord-
ance with this provision, I have sent to 
the Federal Register for publication the 
enclosed notice stating that the na-
tional emergency with respect to the 
southern border of the United States 
declared in Proclamation 9844 of Feb-
ruary 15, 2019, is to continue in effect 
beyond February 15, 2020. 

The ongoing border security and hu-
manitarian crisis at the southern bor-
der of the United States continues to 
threaten our national security, includ-
ing the security of the American peo-
ple. The executive branch has taken 
steps to address the crisis, but further 
action is needed to address the humani-
tarian crisis and to control unlawful 

migration and the flow of narcotics and 
criminals across the southern border. 
For these reasons, I have determined 
that it is necessary to continue the na-
tional emergency declared in Procla-
mation 9844 concerning the southern 
border of the United States. 

DONALD J. TRUMP.
THE WHITE HOUSE, February 13, 2020. 

f 

IMPORTANT ISSUES OF THE DAY 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2019, the gentleman from Texas 
(Mr. GOHMERT) is recognized for 60 min-
utes as the designee of the minority 
leader. 

Mr. GOHMERT. Madam Speaker, it is 
an honor to be able to stand in this 
hallowed Hall and address some things 
that have occurred that are worthy of 
attention. 

Of course, there was applause in the 
gallery today on the passage of trying 
to restart the ERA. It is an amendment 
to the Constitution, and it was started 
back in the seventies. The amendment 
to the Constitution had a deadline as 
part of the amendment. The amend-
ment did not get the required 38 states. 
The time lapsed. There was, as I recall, 
an attempt to extend the time, but 
some States that had been in favor of 
the ERA backed off. 

b 1145 
So it is very clear to anyone who 

pays attention to the Constitution 
that, when an amendment to the Con-
stitution by its own wording has a time 
deadline and that deadline is passed, 
then that amendment has not been 
ratified, is not part of the Constitu-
tion, and any efforts to change the 
amendment itself, including the dead-
line for ratification, would require be-
ginning again. 

There is no more iconic liberal judge 
on the Supreme Court, not in history, 
than the former head, as I recall, of the 
American Civil Liberties Union. She 
was there back when the American 
Civil Liberties Union cared deeply 
about civil liberties and even took on 
some clients and some causes of people 
that most of us thought were not wor-
thy of a lot of attention. But they were 
so committed to civil liberties back in 
those days, they were more concerned 
about civil liberties than they were the 
client. That was in the old days. 

Now, if it is not a liberal, then they 
are not concerned about civil liberties 
and abuses, since the Obama adminis-
tration was the administration that so 
far appears to be the most abusive of 
the FISA courts, committing fraud 
upon the FISA courts. 

But in fairness to the administration, 
it appears the FISA court judges did 
not have sufficient integrity or pride in 
their position that they were offended 
by having fraud committed upon them, 
because, apparently, the disdain for 
Donald Trump, then President Trump 
and his administration was such that it 
was okay. They were okay to be de-
frauded as judges, which sure brings 
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